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The Department of Economics at Iowa State University aspires to
1. Be among the top 40 Economics Ph.D. programs in the United States with strengths in applied economics and a top 3 Ph.D. program in in Agricultural, Environmental and Natural Resource Economics.  We will achieve this by providing graduate students with a strong foundation in economic theory and econometrics and exceptional training in the techniques of applied economics that prepares them to be competitive for research and teaching positions in leading academic institutions, government and industry.
1. Provide an exceptional learning environment for undergraduate students both in the classroom and through clubs, internships and other opportunities outside the classroom.  We will equip undergraduate majors with the analytical, quantitative, entrepreneurial, and communication skills necessary to pursue successful careers and advanced study in economics or in professional programs.  We will also ensure that all undergraduates at Iowa State University have the opportunity to acquire the economic literacy needed to be effective and informed citizens.
1. Undertake and publish high-quality, impactful, basic and applied research in economics, agricultural economics and resource-environmental economics that advances the frontiers of knowledge and contributes to addressing issues relevant to Iowa and the world.
1. To improve livelihoods and communities by working alongside the citizens of Iowa to provide relevant, timely, needs-based, and scientifically sound extension programming and outreach that increases the ability of Iowans to address significant economic issues.

