
International Agriculture Interdisciplinary Undergraduate Program

Suggested Courses

Department Course Number Cr. Course Description

Agricultural 
Education & 
Studies

**Ag Ed S 496A 1-3 International Agricultural Travel Course
One to three credits each time taken. F.S.SS. Prereq: Permission of instructor. Limited 
enrollment. Extended field trips to study agriculture and education related topics. 
Location and duration of trips Hill vary. Pre-trip sessions arranged. Trip expenses 
paid by students.

*Ag Ed S 561 3 Agricultural & Extension Education in Developing Countries 
Alt S., Prereq: Permission of instructor. Utilizing systematic approaches to identi-
fying, analyzing, and solving problems in international agricultural education, with 
emphasis on the impact of agricultural education, formal and non-formal, on devel-
opment.

Agronomy Agron 342 3 World Food Issues: Past & Present 
World food problems in context of historical development of agriculture in major 
cradles of civilization. Emphasis on population trends and socioeconomic policies to 
understand disparities between potential agricultural production and present energy 
and nutritional deficiencies in key areas of the developing world. Team projects. Ma-
terials fee. Same as FSBN 342, T SC 342, & U St 342.

*Agron 
404/504

3 Global Change
Recent changes in global biogeochemical cycles and climate; models of future changes 
in climate system, impacts of global change on agriculture, water resources, and 
human health; ethical issues of global environmental change. Same as EnSci 404 & 
Mteor 404.

Agron 406 3 World Climates
Major climate controls and how they affect world climate. Climate classification. 
Combining controls and classification to explain the pattern of climates of the differ-
ent continents and the world.

Agron 446 4 International Issues and Challenges in Sustainable Development 
Interdisciplinary study and comparison of agricultural systems of the world. Includes 
analysis of biophysical, social, economic, and political determinants of global systems. 
Evaluation of the productivity and sustainability of systems. Emphasis is on the inter-
relationships among system determinants, and the analysis of system constraints and 
solution strategies. Includes a team project and report.

Agron 450 3 Issues in Sustainable Agriculture
Agricultural science as a human activity, contemporary agricultural issues from 
agro-ecological perspectives. Comparative analysis of intended and actual conse-
quences of industrial agricultural development practices.

Agron 495 R Agricultural Travel Course Preparation
This course is designed to be a prerequisite preparation for the international trav-
el course Agron 496. Students enrolled in this course intend to register for Agron 
496 the following term. Topics include the agricultural industries, climates, crops, 
cultures, economies, geographies, histories, and livestock, marketing,  and soils of the 
planned travel region.

**Agron 496A Vary International Agricultural Travel Course
Prerequisite: Agron 495. Tour and study of production methods in major crop and 
livestock regions of the world. Includes the influences of climate, economics, geogra-
phy, soils, landscapes, markets, and other factors on crop and livestock production. 
Location and duration of tours vary. Check with department for current offerings.

*Dual-listed courses: Courses primarily for graduate students, open to qualified undergraduate students. Contact the instructor for more information.
**Travel courses can be used to meet study abroad portions of requirements for secondary major or minor in International Agriculture. 
Students are advised to contact their adviser for more detailed information regarding internationally focused courses in their department.



Department Course Number Cr. Course Description

Animal      
Science

An S 495 R Agricultural Travel Course Preparation
Students enrolled in this course will also register for Agron 495 and intend to register for 
Agron 496 and An S 496 the following term. Topics will include the agricultural indus-
tries, climate, crops, culture, history, livestock, marketing, soils and preparation for travel 
to locations to be visited. Information normally available 9 months before departure.

**An S 496A Vary International Agricultural Travel Course
Requisite: Students must enroll in both AnS 496 and Agron 496 simultaneously. May be 
repeated (approximately one-half credit per week of travel in each AnS 496 and Agron 496 
course taken). Tour and study of production methods in major crop and livestock regions 
of the world. Influence of climate, economics, geography, soils, landscapes, markets, and 
other factors on livestock and crop production. Locations and duration of tours will 
vary. Summer tours visit a northern hemisphere location, and winter tours visit southern 
hemisphere locations. Information is available approximately 9 months before departure. 
Check with departments for current offerings. 

An S 580 1 Sustainable Agriculture Seminar
Issues, opportunities, and research associated with production systems for sustainable 
agriculture.

Animal  
Ecology

A Ecl 455 3 International Wildlife Issues
Biological, political, social, and economic factors affecting the management of interna-
tional wildlife resources.

Economics Econ 355 4 International Economics
Explanations of causes of international trade and the impact of trade on welfare and em-
ployment patterns. Analysis of government policies toward trade, such as tariffs, quotas, 
and free trade areas. Theory of balance of payments and exchange rate determination, 
and the role of government payments and exchange rate determinations, and the role of 
government policies. Examination of alternative international monetary arrangements.

Econ 370 3 Comparative Capitalism & Economic Transitions 
Comparative organization and performance of variants of market capitalism. Includes 
alternative government interventions and patterns of economic growth and income distri-
bution; analysis of planning, incentives, and enterprise behavior in variants of socialism, 
study of comparative economic transformations of socialist economies; assessment of fu-
ture capitalism and social market economies; includes an examination of the U.S., Europe, 
Japan, Russia, and China.

Econ 385 3 Economic Development
Current problems of developing countries, theories of economic development, agriculture, 
and economic development measurement and prediction of economic performance of de-
veloping countries. Topics such as alternative policies and reforms required to satisfy basic 
needs of developing countries; and the interrelationships between industrialized countries 
and the developing world, including foreign aid, are discussed.

Econ 387X 3 Economics of China and India
The economic development of China and India within the larger historical, political, and 
socio-economic contexts. The characteristics of the development paths of major indus-
tries. The drivers of and impediments to future economic development. The two econo-
mies’ connections to the world economy.

Econ 455 4 International Trade & Finance
Rigorous treatment of theories of international trade and its impact on domestic and 
world welfare and the distribution of income. Theoretical analysis of government policies 
toward trade, such as quotas, tariffs, and free trade areas. Theory of exchange rate and 
balance of payments determination and the role of government policy, study of efficien-
cy of the foreign exchange market. Examination of alternative international monetary 
arrangements.

*Dual-listed courses: Courses primarily for graduate students, open to qualified undergraduate students. Contact the instructor for more information.
**Travel courses can be used to meet study abroad portions of requirements for secondary major or minor in International Agriculture. 
Students are advised to contact their adviser for more detailed information regarding internationally focused courses in their department.



Department Course Number Cr. Course Description 

Economics
(Continued)

Econ 457 3 International Finance
National income accounting and balance of payments; foreign exchange rates, and 
exchange rate determination; prices, exchange rates, and output in the short run; inter-
national monetary arrangements; fixed versus flexible exchange rates; optimal currency 
areas; international capital flows; currency and financial crises in emerging markets.

Econ 460 4 Agricultural, Food, & Trade Policy
Discussion, description, and analysis of economic problems of U.S. agriculture. Includes 
an explanation and economic analysis of government policies and programs to develop ag-
riculture, conserve agricultural resources, address consumer food concerns, stabilize farm 
prices, and raise farm incomes. Also includes discussions on the influence of macro-policy, 
world economy, and international trade on U.S. agriculture.

**Econ 496 1-3 International Economics Travel Course
One to three credits each time taken. Tour and study of international agricultural and/or 
non-agricultural economies, markets and institutions. Locations and durations of tours 
vary.

Environmental 
Science

Env S 484 3 Sustainable Communities
The theory and application of sustainability to the physical and social planning of com-
munities. The course will examine environmental ethics as a basis for sustainability, the 
history of the idea of sustainability itself and the movement toward indicators as outcome 
measurements both in the U.S. and internationally. The course will then explore how these 
ideas have been or might be applied in communities here and abroad.

Entomology Ent 374 3 Insects & Our Health
Identification, biology, and significance of insects and arthropods that attack people and 
animals, particularly those that are vectors of disease.

Horticulture **Hort 496 1-3 International Horticulture Travel Course
Credits may be repeated. Study and tour of production methods in major horticultural re-
gions of the world. Influence of climate, economics, geography, soils, landscapes, markets, 
cultures, and histories of horticultural crops and regions. Locations and durations of tours 
vary.

Sociology Soc 332 3 The Latino/Latina Experience in U.S. Society
Examination of the tonal, historical, economic and political experience of varied Latino 
ethnic groups in the U.S. - primarily focusing on Mexicans, Puerto Ricans, and Cubans.

Soc 411 3 Social Change in Developing Countries
Social change and development in developing counties; international interdependence; the 
causes and consequences of persistent problems in agriculture, city growth, employment, 
gender equality, basic needs; and local and worldwide efforts to foster social change and 
international development.

Soc 431 3 Chicanos/Chicanas in Contemporary Society
An interdisciplinary examination of Chicanos/as, the largest U.S. Latino ethnic group. 
Special attention will be given to social conflict and social transformation as it relates to 
contemporary Chicano/a issues, particularly in the Midwest.

**Soc 496 3 Agriculture and Rural Development in Ireland
Comparative analysis of the agricultural and rural development needs of Ireland and the 
U.S. Course involves a two week tour of the Irish countryside where students can observe 
and experience small towns and farm life.

*Dual-listed courses: Courses primarily for graduate students, open to qualified undergraduate students. Contact the instructor for more information.
**Travel courses can be used to meet study abroad portions of requirements for secondary major or minor in International Agriculture. 
Students are advised to contact their adviser for more detailed information regarding internationally focused courses in their department.



Department Course Number Cr. Course Description 

Technology  & 
Social Change

T SC 341 3 Technology: International, Social, & Human Issues
An interdisciplinary study of the international significance of technology and of the socie-
tal and human issues attending its development and adoption. (Same as LAS 341.)

T SC 342 3 World Food Issues: Past and Present
Issues in the agricultural and food systems of the developed and developing world. Em-
phasis on economic, social, historical, ethical and environmental contexts. Causes and 
consequences of over-nutrition, under-nutrition, poverty, hunger, and access/distribution. 
Exploration of current issues and ideas for the future. Team projects.

T SC 343 3 Philosophy of Technology
Moral and other philosophical problems related to developments in technology. Topics 
may include conditions under which technological innovations contribute to human 
emancipation, relationship of technology and democracy, utility and limits of technical ra-
tionality, and problems of ensuring that benefits of technological advance are communally 
shared. Topics discussed with reference to such issues as contemporary developments in 
microelectronics, technology transfer to the Third World, etc. 

T SC 474 3 Communication Technology & Social Change
(Same as Jl MC 474). Examination of historical and current communication technologies, 
including how they shape and are shaped by the social practices and culture into which 
they are introduced.

Note: Individual CALS Departments will decide the extent to which courses taken during an Exchange Program or as a student in a 
Study Abroad Semester Program will be counted or used to meet “technical agriculture” requirements in the secondary major or minor. 
See your adviser.

• Dual-listed courses: Courses primarily for graduate students, open to qualified undergraduate students. Contact the instructor for 
more information. 
••Travel courses can be used to meet study abroad portions of requirements for secondary major or minor in International Agriculture. 
Students are advised to contact their adviser for more detailed information regarding internationally focused courses in their depart-
ment.

Courses in the “Globe Program” may also be used to meet secondary major or minor requirements. These choices will be decided on an 
individual basis. See your adviser.




