
Economics Faculty and Staff: 

7-10-20  

1. Returning to Work: Staff and faculty with significant student-facing responsibilities should be 
thinking about increasing their presence on campus by about August 3.  We are working to 
prepare the building for increased occupancy after that date.  Note, however, that for your 
safety and the safety of others we should all continue to plan to spend as little time on 
campus as is necessary to complete our job duties.  A number of you have filed formal 
requests for Alternate Work Arrangements due to high risk factors, and we have discussed these 
individual plans and circumstances.  

2. Recommended training: As a first step in your return to campus, I ask that you please complete 
the Learn@ISU online training course Returning to Iowa State before returning to campus. This 
20-minute training will provide valuable information about physical distancing, face covering 
expectations, health monitoring, and keeping your workspace clean. I want to emphasize a few 
key points from the training:  

• We all share in the responsibility of creating a safe campus environment. 
• Please contact me and stay home if you ever feel sick or are experiencing symptoms.  
• You are expected to wear a cloth face covering any time you are in the presence of others and 

cannot maintain six feet of physical space. You are welcome to use your own cloth face 
covering, but please be respectful of others in choosing the design or pattern. If you don’t 
have your own, please let me know and we will provide you with two.  

• The use of soap and water is an effective way to keep your workspace and shared spaces 
clean.  

3. Online and Face-to-Face classes: We have requested to change the mode of instruction from in-
person to online for a number of courses; and room scheduling is currently seeking to 
accommodate the in-person courses in classrooms large enough to allow for physical 
distancing.  If you are teaching an in-person course you may not unilaterally decide to move 
instruction online.  Any change in delivery requires my approval.  The recently imposed rules 
requiring international students to take in-person courses make the it especially important that 
courses listed as in-person are actually taught that way, and that we have an accurate listing of 
online and in-person courses. 

4. Classroom scheduling: Once you have been assigned classrooms for your in-person courses you 
may want to inspect them to determine whether you feel they are large enough to allow adequate 
physical distancing given the likely enrollment.  If this is not the case, the remedies available are 
likely to be (a) converting the course to a hybrid in which only a fraction of students attend on 
any given day and others complete work online; with students rotating between delivery modes; 
or (b) requesting transition to online only instruction.   

 

https://training.ehs.iastate.edu/IOWASU/LearnerWeb_PTM.asp?ActionID=Launch&CourseID=UHR-COVID19-2020-ON

