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Re: University Compliance with the Textbook Requirement of HEOA 

Date: September 28, 2017 

This letter provides important information about the university’s requirements regarding the textbook 
adoption process, which includes: 
 

• HEOA requirements and compliance 
• Course material deadlines with the Iowa State University Book Store 
• Vendor/Publisher contracts to protect students & ISU 
• Student financial aid for textbooks and course materials 
• Textbook price comparison for student purchasing 

 
The Higher Education Opportunity Act of 2008 (HEOA) requires titles, ISBNs and retail pricing of all required 
and recommended course materials be published for students’ review prior to course registration.  Course 
materials include the following: textbooks, access codes, e-books, inclusive access, coursepackets, Top Hat 
subscriptions, and supplies (design, lab, technology, etc.). To comply with this requirement, the Office of 
the Registrar, Information Technology, and the Iowa State University Book Store have developed systems to 
provide this information to students via the Schedule of Classes and AccessPlus.     

Faculty need to submit the course material requirements and recommendations, as defined above, to their 
designated Department Coordinator, or directly to the bookstore, by October 6, 2017 for the Spring 2018 
term.  Please also include any courses in which there will be no textbook requirements. Below is the timeline 
to comply with HEOA requirements:  

 
Term Spring 2018 
Course Material Adoption Deadline October 6, 2017 or ASAP 

upon teaching assignment  

Date Course Material Information will be 
available via Online Schedule of Classes 

October 16, 2017 

Registration Start Date 
 

October 18, 2017 
 
The timely selection of course materials by faculty members is critical for the university to comply with this 
important legislation. We recognize that there are a few situations where it may not be possible to have 
textbook information available by these dates due to instructor assignment and/or new course development. 
For these situations, the legislation requires listing textbook information as “To Be Determined” until the 
information is available. The University Book Store will continue to update the system with new information 
for courses after the initial deadline, to provide students with the most accurate and up‐to‐date information 
as possible.



For special course material arrangements or negotiations with publishers, please contact the University 
Book Store to facilitate these transactions.  Contracts with publishing companies/vendors (i.e. digital 
learning content products) will need to be established with Procurement Services to ensure protection of 
student information and Iowa State University. 

All course material adoptions must be submitted to the Iowa State University Book Store for student 
services.  Over 80% of students prefer to charge their course materials to their University Bill through the 
bookstore.  Students with scholarships and financial aid will need to have their course materials available 
at the bookstore on‐campus to purchase.  Selling or facilitating course material transactions in the 
classroom is not allowed.     

 
The spirit of HEOA is to maintain textbook affordability and transparency for students.  The University 
Book Store has invested in a price comparison‐shopping site where students can compare the bookstore’s 
prices with other online vendors such as Amazon.  Students can access the price comparison through their 
book list in AccessPlus.  Faculty are encouraged to promote the usage of the University Book Store and 
the price comparison shopping site when including course material requirements in the syllabus. 
 
 

 
 

 
The Iowa State University Book Store is owned and operated by Iowa State University.  They are 
committed to finding the most affordable course materials by offering array of affordable options, 
including textbook rental, e‐books, loose‐leaf books, and a large supply of used textbooks.  In addition, 
course materials are sales tax exempt at the Iowa State University Book Store.   
 
For additional information or questions regarding course material adoption at Iowa State University, 
please contact Heather Dean, Iowa State University Book Store Course Materials Manager, 
hdean@iastate.edu or 515‐294‐0237. 
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