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Greetings from Heady Hall! As I 
write to you this year, Iowa State 
University is approaching the finish 

line of a multi-year project to implement a 
new enterprise software system—Workday—
which will replace a hodge-podge of 
homebuilt systems, some of which have 
been in use for 40 years or more. The tasks 
that Workday will affect, including finance, 
payroll, and human capital management, are 
not especially exciting in themselves. But 
they are nonetheless essential to supporting 
the core, education, research, and outreach 
missions of the university. When the new 
software is turned on July 1, 2019, the 
beginning of the next fiscal year, it will 
simplify many of the tasks performed every 
day at the university and will ensure that up-
to-date and accurate information is readily 
accessible to those who need it.

I mention all of this for two reasons. 
First, preparing for these changes has 
required a substantial effort on the part of 
our department staff to gather information 
and plan for a seamless transition. Second, 
Workday is part of a larger project of 
Improved Service Delivery (ISD) that 
requires a substantial reorganization of 
personnel within the university. Workday’s 
implementation has been coupled with the 
formation of service teams of financial and 
human resource specialists that will provide 
centralized support to different units of the 
university. The staff for these service teams 
has been recruited largely from existing 
university staff.  

As of July 1, five of our department 
staff will be moving into these service 
teams. They are Ellen Anderson, Carol 
Elliot, Becky Johnson, Karen Kovarik, and 

Deb Thornburg. It is a reflection of the 
high quality of the staff who support the 
department that so many of them have been 
selected for new roles in ISD. 

Over the years they have worked in the 
background to make possible everything 
that we do in the department. It seems 
appropriate at this time to wish them 
well in their new roles and to express the 
enormous debt of gratitude we have for 
their commitment, expertise, and hard 
work in support of the department. We will, 
of course, continue to benefit from their 
expertise as they transition to their new 
positions, but the department and Heady 
Hall will not be the same without them. 

As you read through this issue of 
Update you will see that as in past years 
there is also turnover among the faculty. We 
continue to recruit excellent additions to 
the faculty, and a number of our colleagues 
are leaving the department for retirement or 
for positions at other universities. This year, 
however, one of the departures from our 
faculty hurts more than most. 

Tragically, just a few days ago, we lost a 
remarkable colleague, Georgeanne Artz, to 
the cancer with which she had been living 
for the last several years. Georgeanne was 
not only a colleague but a graduate of our 
Ph.D. program. She was an excellent teacher, 
a prolific scholar, and deeply committed 
to our undergraduate programs and the 
Agricultural Business Club, of which she was 
a co-adviser. More than that, she brought 
a sense of joy and humor to every project 
in which she was engaged. We will miss 
her around the department. Our deepest 
sympathies go out to her husband, Chris 
Boessen, and her family.

Message from the Chair

Joshua Rosenbloom 
professor and department chair 
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Tesfatsion Honored 
Leigh Tesfatsion, emeritus 
professor, has been elevated to 
the grade of Senior Member of 
the Institute of Electrical and 
Electronics Engineers (IEEE). 
Senior Member is the highest 
grade of the IEEE for which a 
member may apply. It requires 
extensive experience, and reflects 
professional accomplishment 
and maturity. Only 10% of IEEE’s 

400,000 members have achieved 
this level. Professor Tesfatsion currently 
specializes in the design of electric power 
markets.

Jacobs Wins AAEA Award
Keri Jacobs, associate professor, with 
colleagues from Kansas State, UNL, 
and Oklahoma State, has been selected 
to receive the Agricultural & Applied 
Economics Association’s Distinguished 
Extension Program Group Award at the 

AAEA Annual Meeting in Atlanta, 
Georgia in July, 2019. 

Also Jacobs, who holds the 
Iowa Institute for Cooperatives 
Endowed Economics Professorship, 
was promoted to associate professor 
in 2018 and was named director of 
undergraduate studies. In addition, 
she will serve on the editorial 
council of the Agricultural and 
Applied Economics Association 
publication Choices. Choices is 
a highly influential outreach 
publication that provides peer-

reviewed economic analyses of food, 
farm, resource, and rural community 
policies and issues.

Kreider Named LAS Dean’s 
Professor
Brent Kreider, professor, has been 
honored with a College of Liberal Arts 
and Sciences Dean’s Professorship.

Funding for the professorships was 
provided by two anonymous donors who 
gifted shares of Curriculum Associates, 

an educational technology firm, to the 
Iowa State University Foundation for the 
benefit of the College of Liberal Arts and 
Sciences. When the company was sold 
in October 2017, the proceeds were used 
to establish the Transforming Liberal 
Arts and Sciences endowment, which 
provides student scholarships, supports 
high impact learning experiences, and 
recognizes outstanding faculty. 

Plastina to Receive AAEA 
Extension Award
Alejandro Plastina, assistant professor, 
has been selected to receive the 
Agricultural & Applied Economics 
Association’s prestigious Distinguished 
Extension Program Individual: Less Than 
10 Years Award. The award recognizes 
achievement of excellence in extension 
economics education programs.

Beghin is 2018 AAEA Fellow
John Beghin, emeritus professor, 
has been named a 2018 Fellow of the 
Agricultural & Applied Economics 
Association (AAEA).

Beghin, now a professor and head 
of the department of Agricultural and 
Resource Economics at North Carolina 
State University, was an Iowa State 
professor from 1998 until December 2016.

CARD Policy Brief Honored
A Center for Agricultural and Rural 
Development (CARD) report, “The 
Impact of the 2018 Trade Disruptions 
on the Iowa Economy,” has won the 
Agricultural and Applied Economics 
Association Bruce Gardner Memorial 
Prize for Applied Policy Analysis Award. 
Authors are Edward Balistreri, Chad 
Hart, Dermot Hayes, Minghao Li, Lee 
Schulz, David Swenson, Wendong 
Zhang and John Crespi.

Winters Receives Awards
John V. Winters, associate professor, was 
awarded the Georgescu-Roegen Prize 

awards & 
acknowledgements

Keri Jacobs

Alejandro Plastina

Brent Kreider

Leigh Tesfatsion 
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in Economics 2018 Runner-Up for his 
article “The Puzzling Pattern of Multiple 
Job Holdings across U.S. Labor Markets.” 
Winters coauthored the paper with Barry 
Hirsch and Muhammad Husain.

The Georgescu-Roegen Prize is 
awarded each year by the Southern 
Economic Association for the best 
academic article published in the Southern 
Economic Journal. The prize consists of an 
engraved plaque and a monetary award, 
the amount of which is determined 
by a set portion of the earnings on 
the Georgescu-Roegen endowment. 
Recipients of the prize are chosen by a 
selection committee consisting of the 
Editor of the Southern Economic Journal, 
and two Vice Presidents of the Southern 
Economic Association.

Winters also won the Geoffrey 
J.D. Hewings Award at the 2018 North 
American conference of the Regional 
Science Association International.

The award is named in honor of 
Professor Geoffrey J.D. Hewings who 
over the years introduced numerous 
graduate students to Regional Science 
and mentored them as young scholars. 
The award recognizes distinguished 
contributions to Regional Science 
research by a Ph.D. graduate within the 
last ten years.  

Besides being an associate professor 
in the department, Winters is a Research 
Fellow with the Institute of Labor 
Economics and Fellow of Global Labor 
Organization. He graduated from 
Georgia State University in 2009 with a 
doctorate in economics. He has served 
on the executive council of the Southern 
Regional Science Association and serves 
on the editorial boards of Growth and 
Change, Journal of Regional Science, 
Research in Higher Education and The 
Review of Regional Studies.

He has already established himself 
as a prolific researcher, publishing 
approximately 45 academic journal 
articles. He has published in regional 

science and urban journals such as Annals 
of Regional Science, Journal of Economic 
Geography, Journal of Regional Science, 
Journal of Urban Economics, Papers in 
Regional Science, Regional Science and 
Urban Economics and Urban Studies 
Journal. Other papers have appeared 
in highly-ranked economics journals 
including Energy Economics, Journal of 
Human Resources, and Journal of Labor 
Economics.

In a recent article on regional science 
publications, Winters was ranked tenth 
in the U.S. According to rankings by 
Research Papers in Economics (RePEc), 
he ranks in the top two percent worldwide 
for publications in the last ten years and 
ranks forty-second for publications by 
scholars whose first publication was ten 
years ago or less.

Schulz Promoted to Associate 
Professor
Lee Schulz, who started with the 
department in 2012, provides leadership 
in the study of, and educational 
programming for, critical problems 
facing the livestock industry, including 
marketing and risk management, 
contracting, market concentration and 
performance, agricultural and trade 
policies, new technologies, animal health, 
and regulatory issues.

Lade Testifies Before House 
Subcommittee
Gabriel Lade, assistant professor of 
economics, testified before the House 
Energy and Commerce Subcommittee on 
Environment on July 25. Lade was one 
of several experts selected to discuss the 
background on Renewable Identification 
Numbers under the Renewable Fuel 
Standard. Lade’s written testimony, 
submitted to the House before his live 
testimony, and an archived video, are 
available on the CARD website: https://
www.card.iastate.edu/

John Winters

Lee Schulz

John Beghin

Gabriel Lade
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faculty
news

New Faculty Members
John V. Winters, associate professor, 
comes to Iowa via Oklahoma State 
University, Stillwater, where he worked 
as an assistant and then associate 
professor, starting in 2013. He earned 
his Ph.D. from Georgia State University 
in 2009. His research interests include 
regional and urban economics, labor 
economics, economics of education, 
public economics, entrepreneurship 
economics, health economics, and 
applied econometrics. 

Desire Kedagni, assistant professor, 
just received his Ph.D. from Penn State 

University. He earned his master’s from 
the Universite de Montreal. His main 
research interests are econometrics, 
microeconometrics, treatment effects 
evaluation, applied economics and 
development economics. 

Adriana Valcu-Lisman, lecturer, is a 
familiar face around the department. She 
received her Ph.D. from the department 
in 2013, worked as a postdoc research 
associate for CARD and an associate 
scientist for NREM afterwards. 

Another recent department grad, 
Matthew Clancy, started as a lecturer in 
the department this fall. He graduated 

Desire Kedagni Adriana Valcu-Lisman Matthew Clancy

with a Ph.D. in economics from Iowa 
State in 2015. Before that, he studied at 
the London School of Economics (MSc 
in economics) and the University of 
Cambridge (diploma in economics). 

Between those two degrees, he 
spent two years working as a Sub-
Saharan Africa analyst at the London-
based Business Monitor International. 
He discovered economics late in his 
undergraduate years, toward the end 
of a double major in physics and 
religious studies. Most recently he was 
an economist with the USDA Economic 
Research Service. 

John Winters

club’s Quiz Bowl Team and oversaw the 
success of the club at AAEA conferences 
to win both Outstanding Club and 
Creative Club Awards a combined eight 
times. More than that, she brought a 
sense of joy and humor to every project in 
which she was engaged. We will miss her 
around the department.

Georgeanne did not want a sad 
memorial service following her death and 
there will not be one. She requested a fun 
celebration of life gathering for friends 
and family after the sorrow and emotions 
settle. A date and venue will be planned 
in early September. She is survived by 
her husband, Christian Boessen, and her 
son, John.

In lieu of flowers, contributions in 
memory of Georgeanne may be made by 
mailing a check to the Georgeanne Artz 
Memorial Fund at Iowa State University 
Foundation, 2505 University Boulevard, 
Ames, IA 50010.

Iowa State University in 2005. From 
2005 through 2011 she held a position 
as assistant professor at the University 
of Missouri. In 2011 Georgeanne 
returned to the Iowa State Department 
of Economics, first as visiting assistant 
professor and scientist, then becoming 
an assistant professor in 2013. She was 
promoted to associate professor in 
July, 2018. Her areas of interest were 
agricultural economics, agribusiness 
management, labor economics, and 
economic development. She had an active 
research program in agricultural business 
and rural economic development and 
taught undergraduate courses in farm 
business management and micro-
economic theory.

She was an excellent teacher, a 
prolific scholar and deeply committed 
to our undergraduate programs and the 
Agricultural Business Club, of which she 
was a co-adviser. In that role, she led the 

Georgeanne passed away April 25, 2019, 
after losing her battle with cancer. She 
received her Ph.D. in economics from 

In Memoriam: Georgeanne Artz
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 department 
outreach

CARD Hosts Chinese Visitors
Members of the Center for Agricultural and Rural Development 
(CARD) hosted a group of four researchers, led by Dr. Shiping 
Mao, from the Institute of Agricultural Economics and 
Development (IAED) of the Chinese Academy of Agricultural 
Sciences (CAAS) from Dec. 10-15, 2018. The Chinese Academy 
of Ag Sciences is the partner for the Iowa State University China 
Ag Center housed under CARD and led by Dermot Hayes. 

During their visit, participants discussed the next steps for 
the collaboration between the two institutions, and met with Joe 
Colletti, interim dean and David Acker, associate dean of CALS.

The Iowa hosts also took the visitors to tour a farm and 
the Hardin County Extension office to learn about U.S. and 
Iowa agriculture.

Ebby Luvaga spoke to children at the Zoe School in Ogbomosho, Nigeria, as part of a faculty exchange trip.  

Luvaga to Nigeria
Ebby Luvaga, senior lecturer, travelled 
to Nigeria in July 2018, participating 
in a faculty exchange visit in Nigeria 
through the Mandela Washington 
Fellowship, the flagship program of the 
Young African Leadership Initiative 
(YALI). 

YALI empowers young African 
leaders through academic coursework, 
leadership training, mentoring, 
networking, professional opportunities, 
and local community engagement.

As part of the visit she spoke 
to children at the Zoe School in 
Ogbomosho, Nigeria, about the 
importance of youth engagement and 
participation in agriculture, and gave 
examples of ag-related fields and careers. 

AEI Hosts Brazil Group 
The Agricultural Entrepreneurship Initiative (AEI) hosted a group 
of farm and agricultural business professionals from Brazil from 
July 16 to 20 in its second Business Beyond Borders program. The 
program was led by Kevin Kimle and David Krog.  

Other departmental contributors to the week’s events 
included Chad Hart, Christian Boessen, Gil DePaula (in photo 
above), and Wendong Zhang. Participants engaged in programs 
and events about business succession, entrepreneurial behaviors, 
farm management, agricultural marketing, agricultural investing, 
and international opportunities. 

The participants met in Gerdin Hall and off-campus 
locations, including the homes of Karen Kerns and Bruce 
Rastetter, the Iowa State University Research Park, Stine Seed, 
REG, Ag Leader Technologies, and Landus Cooperative.

CARD hosted a group of Chinese researchers in December: (l to r) Mr. Zongmin Liu, 
Dr. Cheng Xiang, Dr. Jing Liu, Dr. Shiping Mao, John Crespi, interim director of CARD, 
Wendong Zhang, assistant professor, and Minghao Li, postdoc research associate.

Associate Professor Gil DePaula presents research on the impact of climate change on 
agriculture to visiting ag professionals.
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Helen Jensen, professor and head of the Food and 
Nutrition Policy Division, Center for Agricultural and Rural 
Development, looks forward to new opportunities 
in retirement. 

    A Dynamic  
Opportunity 
      for
  Research

Fellow of the Agricultural and Applied 
Economics Association. 

More important, her research received 
national and international attention, 
which prompted her inclusion in many 
high-profile panels and committees, 
including five with the National Research 
Council’s Board on Agriculture and 
Natural Resources and six with the 
Health and Medicine Division (HMD) 
at the National Academies of Science. 
The HMD committees were charged 
with evaluating the major U.S. food 
assistance programs for Women, Infants 
and Children (WIC), school meals, and the 
Child and Adult Care Food Program. She 
was also a member of the World Health 
Organizations Initiative to Estimate the 
Global Burden of Foodborne Diseases.

“If I look back at what really made a 
difference, it was that WIC report. Within 
18 months, new regulations had been 
introduced and passed that moved it away 
from a dairy, cheese, and eggs program 
to having a variety of foods designed to 
meet the dietary needs of women and 
children. The effort included working 
with the nutrition community, looking 
at behavioral aspects of the program to 
enhance participation, as well as costs and 
the products available in the food system 
that would meet the requirements.” 

Jensen’s career in economics has 
been distinguished; however, she almost 
took an entirely different path. “My time 
in college started with the expectation 
of following a pre-med major,” she said. 
“After taking a first course in economics 
(Principles of Macroeconomics), I got 
interested in studying social sciences—an 
area that was new to me, and not part of 
the traditional high school curriculum.”

While that first college course drove 
her interest in economics, her interest in 
social sciences came about partially due to 
the cultural changes of the late 1960s. 

“My time as an undergraduate 
marked a period of renewed interest in 
civil rights and the beginning of President 
Johnson’s War on Poverty. My interest 
in social programs and policies started 
at that time and has carried through to 
today,” Jensen said.

Jensen looks forward to retirement. 
“I’m really working on developing 

new interests. I’ve never really had 
the opportunity to take my talents to 
other topics, to get involved in some 
community actions, possibly management 
of park land.” 

But Jensen will take away fond 
memories of CARD. “I have worked 
easily with each director since the 1980s. 
Each was very different—their priorities, 
their ability to engage with policy, their 
enthusiasm. Each has been very effective 
in their own way. The students, staff 
and faculty have been great colleagues. 
CARD’s environment continues to 
provide a dynamic opportunity for 
research on challenging problems 
related to food, agriculture, and the 
environment,” she said. “I’ve been here 
long enough to have seen a lot of changes. 
I’m really interested in seeing what 
happens as new faculty take root.” v

After more than 33 years of 
service, Helen Jensen, professor 
of economics, has retired from 

Iowa State University. 
“I am ready to shift gears,” Jensen 

said. “I have had the opportunity to have 
a career that started with 80-column 
computer punch cards and now is carried 
out on handheld devices. However, today’s 
economic issues are remarkably similar to 
those I worked on when I started.”

Jensen came to Iowa State in 1985, 
and began working with the Center for 
Agricultural and Rural Development 
(CARD) in 1986. “My affiliation with 
CARD came relatively early in my time 
at Iowa State,” Jensen said. “Stan Johnson 
became the new director of CARD in 
1986. He was looking for someone to help 
with several initiatives on agricultural and 
food economics issues.”

Jensen’s knowledge and understanding 
of food economic issues proved her a 
good fit at CARD—she was named head 
of the Food and Nutrition Policy Division 
in 1986. 

Through the years, Jensen’s research 
at CARD garnered her several awards 
and accolades, including the Board of 
Regents Faculty Excellence Award, the 
Dean Lee R. Kolmer Award for Excellence 
in Applied Research, and being named Nate Cook, CARD

 department 
research

https://www.econ.iastate.edu/people/helen-jensen
https://www.card.iastate.edu/


2019 Update  |  www.econ.iastate.edu  9

Clean Water Act Improves 
Water Quality, 

creates modest changes in 
housing values

David Keiser

David Keiser, assistant professor, 
has had two studies published on 
the environmental impacts and 

economic efficiency of the Clean Water Act.
Both studies were conducted by 

Keiser and Joseph Shapiro, associate 
professor of economics at University of 
California, Berkeley. Catherine Kling, 
professor of environmental, energy, and 
resource economics at Cornell University, 
also collaborated on one of the studies.

Examining the environmental 
effectiveness of the CWA
In 1972, the federal government passed a 
sweeping series of amendments, commonly 
known as the Clean Water Act (CWA), 
amid ever-growing concerns about water 
quality in the United States. Since that 
time, the CWA has become one of the 
most expensive pieces of environmental 
legislation in U.S. history. To date, the total 
cost has topped $1 trillion, or more than 
$100 per person per year.

For decades, researchers and policy 
makers have noted a lack of empirical 
evidence about the effectiveness of 
CWA regulations. The lack of empirical 
evidence has contributed to a poor 
understanding of how these regulations 
have affected water quality and human 
well-being.

“Even answers to basic questions 
such as how water pollution has changed 
since 1972, and how the Clean Water Act 
contributed to these changes, have been 
absent,” said Shapiro.

“The data required to answer these 
questions have been notoriously hard 
to compile—it took several Freedom of 
Information Act requests and years of 
effort,” Keiser said.  

Keiser and Shapiro collected 
50 million pollution readings from 
240,000 monitoring sites, a network 
of all U.S. rivers, and information on 

over 35,000 grants from the federal 
government to local municipalities—the 
most comprehensive set of files ever 
compiled on U.S. water pollution and its 
determinants.

This gave them the ability to effectively 
examine the federal grants program 
that helps local municipalities upgrade 
wastewater treatment plants, which is one 
of the CWA’s main policy levers.

The collected data led them to three 
main conclusions—water pollution 
concentrations have fallen substantially 
in the United States, the CWA’s 
municipal grants improved water quality 
downstream of treatment plants, and the 
municipal grants created modest increases 
in local housing values.

By examining pollution readings, 
the authors found evidence of decreases 
in major indicators of water pollution, 
including dissolved oxygen deficits, 
biochemical oxygen demand, and fecal 
coliforms. They also found that between 
1972 and 2001, the share of waters unsafe 
for fishing fell by 12 percent.

When they examined the CWA grant 
program, which accounts for $650 billion 
of the program’s total expenditure, not 
only did they find that the program has 
resulted in cleaner water downstream 
of treatment plants, they found it costs 
about $1.5 million to make one river-mile 
fishable for one year.

The increase in housing values 
they found was about one-quarter of 
the grants’ costs. This estimate, Keiser 
said, may be low due to several factors, 
including local residents misperceiving 
the health benefits from the grants, and 
the researchers not counting changes in 
housing values of houses more than 25 
miles from a river.

“The benefits we were able to 
measure were substantially lower than 
the corresponding costs,” Keiser said. 

“Surprisingly, this is consistent with other 
studies that find small benefit-to-cost 
ratios for water pollution regulations.”

Measuring the economic efficiency of the CWA
Keiser said that CWA policies not passing 
a cost-benefit analysis is unusual for the 
U.S. government. “From an economics 
perspective, environmental policy 
should pass a cost-benefit analysis,” he 
said. “However, many prior studies by 
the Environmental Protection Agency 
and others, including one we did, have 
generally found that the measured 
benefits of the Clean Water Act are near 
or lower than their costs.”

To determine why many CWA 
policies don’t appear to pass a cost-
benefit analysis, Keiser, Shapiro and 
Kling examined twenty previous studies 
of CWA policies to see how those 
researchers measured costs and benefits. 
They found that existing evidence of 
the benefits are limited for a number 
of reasons, including some studies that 
undercount certain categories of benefits.

“There are a number of potentially 
important categories of benefits that have 
been difficult to measure,” Keiser said. 
“A big one is understanding how these 
policies affect human health.”

“There has been a tremendous 
amount of work over the last two decades 
to improve our understanding of climate 
and air pollution on economic well-being. 
Using methodological improvements that 
have been refined for the air pollution 
and climate change literature could help 
us better understand the impacts of water 
pollution on society,” Keiser said. v
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undergrad 
research

Riley Arthur (right) is mentored by Dermot Hayes, Charles F. Curtiss Distinguished Professor in Agriculture and Life 
Sciences, as a Dean's Leadership Scholar. (Photo: Christopher Gannon)

Caring Mentorship,
Room to Grow

Riley Arthur is on the run. The 
junior majoring in agricultural 
business and economics is chasing 

not just a degree, but the full-blown Iowa 
State experience.

Arthur, an Owatonna, Minnesota, 
native, worked as an intern this summer 
with ethanol processor Flint Hills 
Resources.

The job kept him moving. As a 
commercial merchandising intern, he 
traveled to four of the company’s ethanol 
plants in Iowa and Nebraska, as well as to 
the company’s headquarters in Wichita, 
Kansas, to learn about marketing distillers 
grains, a co-product of the ethanol 
process.

Arthur continues his fast-paced 
schedule on campus. This is his second 
year as a peer mentor for agricultural 
business freshmen, something that he 
feels strongly about.

“They really get ag bus students off to 
a strong start. Peer mentors fill in the gaps 
between classes and dorm life, and serve 
as resources for students,” he said. “They 
were so valuable to me as a freshman.”

Along with adviser Ebby Luvaga, he 
and the other mentors meet with their 
student learning teams to answer their 
questions, help them develop four-year 
plans, and prepare for Career Day and 
internships.

Arthur also makes time to serve as a 
CALS Ambassador and an officer in the 
Agricultural Business Club. As the club’s 
Senior CALS Council Representative, he 
co-chairs the CALS Week committee and 
coordinates the Pre-Career Day Mixer.

Training for leadership
On top of his full schedule, Arthur is 
further developing his leadership skills by 
attending classes as part of the Vermeer 
International Leadership Program. “It’s a 
year-long program that intensely focuses 
on leadership, not just from a university 
perspective, but from an international 

and cultural perspective. We get to travel 
to one of their company facilities in the 
Netherlands during spring break 2019,” 
said Arthur.

Receiving several scholarships has 
also helped Arthur excel. As a freshman, 
he received the Dean’s Leadership 
Scholarship and participated in the Dean’s 
weekly leadership class led by then-dean 
Wendy Wintersteen and associate dean 
David Acker. He soaked up everything and 
still talks to now-president Wintersteen a 
couple of times each semester.

An exciting bonus of the Dean’s 
scholarship? A grant allowing Arthur 
to do research as an undergrad. He’s 
been working with Dermot Hayes, who 
specializes in agricultural markets in 
the United States and China. Hayes is 
the Pioneer Chair in Agribusiness and a 
Charles F. Curtiss Distinguished Professor 
in Agriculture and Life Sciences.

“Riley is a self-starter who does 
excellent work,” said Hayes. “He also 
manages his time very well. In addition 

to other work, he initiated a project 
to understand how changes in China’s 
ethanol policy would impact world  
corn markets.”

Arthur said Hayes gives him room 
to grow.

“Dermot doesn’t micro-manage 
what I’m doing. He basically lays out a 
question that he wants me to answer, 
then it’s my job to go figure out how to 
answer that question,” said Arthur. “Early 
on, he differentiated research from the 
classroom: in research—unlike in the 
classroom—the professor doesn’t know 
the answer. So, I must be confident 
that the results I present to Dermot are 
accurate.”

Arthur must be getting something 
right. His name appears with Hayes’ on 
an October 2017 Center for Agriculture 
and Rural Development article on China’s 
E-10 mandate.

After graduation, Arthur plans to 
work in industry for a few years and then 
look at pursuing a higher degree. v
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a list of things to improve the 
paper. I think now we’re at 
the stage now where we can 
publish it somewhere, given 
some revision.”

The paper started last 
summer. Schneekloth left Iowa 
State for a year-and-a-half to 
do co-ops, internships, and a 
study abroad, but he kept in 
touch with Professor Peter 
Orazem who’d taught his Econ 
301 class. After returning to 
Ames last summer, he joined 
the department as a research 
assistant working with 
Orazem.

Schneekloth authored 
his paper “Measuring and 
Explaining the Increasing 
Market Share of Large U.S. 
Farms, 1959-2012,” with 
editing help from Orazem, 
and Professor Georgeanne 
Artz, and Katherine Lacy, a 
recent Ph.D. grad, guiding 

Economics junior Lucy
Dougherty’s major came 

by way of her ultimate goal—
to practice law. She’d learned 
that economics tops the list of 
majors for pre-law students. 

“Before taking the classes 
at Iowa State, I didn’t realize 
how much I’d like economics. 
I kind of stumbled into it 
accidentally.”

Her interest in economics 
led to her research project, 
which she started the second 
semester of her freshman year, 
after taking Econ 301 with 
Professor Peter Orazem. 

 “As a freshman, of course, 
I didn’t really know what I was 
doing. I’d had theory of econ 
classes, but I didn’t know how 
to put that to any practical use.” 

Thanks to the Honors 
Mentoring program, she was 
exposed to Dr. Elizabeth 
Hoffman’s research  in 
behavioral economics. 

“I thought the things she’s 
doing with gambling and risk 
behavior were cool, so I wanted 
to do something like that.” 

So she took her idea to 
Dr. Orazem. 

“I wanted to test the 
likelihood of people taking 
risks or gambling after seeing 
someone else win the same 

Economics senior Skyler
Schneekloth did very well 

at the AAEA annual meetings 
in Washington, DC in August, 
winning the Undergraduate 
Student Paper competition.

This was not his first 
experience writing and 
presenting papers—this was 
his fourth conference—but 
this year was the first time he’s 
competed.

Last spring alone he 
participated in Research at 
the Capitol and the Honors 
Program Poster Presentation. 
He’s also taken part in the 
Economics Scholarship 
Program at the Federal 
Reserve Bank of Dallas.

Schneekloth says going 
to conferences is “helpful in 
developing communication 
and presentation skills. I get 
good feedback every time; I 
always come back home with 

Lucy Dougherty

him through the process. 
Schneekloth also received 
some help from the history 
department as well.

“We document with a 
new measure an increase in 
farm size over time and found 
that economic concentration 
and increasing farm sizes 
are positively correlated. 
That’s something that was 
overlooked in past literature. I 
do feel like we’re making some 
contribution to the literature.”

Schneekloth graduated 
with a B.S. in history, and 
minors in economics and 
political science in May, 2018. 
This year he is upgrading his 
econ minor to a full major, and 
adding a minor in statistics.

“History is a good tie-in 
to economics. Any sort of data 
set is historical in itself, so if 
you have the context behind 
things, it’ll help you better 

interpret the data. History is 
also good at building critical 
thinking and communication 
skills. Economics is more 
empirical, obviously, and gives 
you a different skill set.”

“I’m just grateful that I’ve 
had the opportunity to do 
research as an undergraduate. 
I think this department does a 
good job of encouraging that.” v 

Skyler Schneekloth

game. So we talked about it 
and came up with the idea of 
using lottery data to test that. 
We called up the Iowa Lottery 
and they sent me data on 32 
winning stores—ones that had 
sold a winning ticket worth 
more than $1 million. We 
had control stores in the same 
zip codes. Then we looked 
at sales before and after the 
win to see how likely it was 
that a winning store would 
have increased sales after 
they’d had a win. Obviously, 
they shouldn’t, because it 
doesn’t make sense—but they 
absolutely do.”

This March she presented 
her paper at the Midwest 
Economics Association 
Conference in St. Louis. 

“I was really nervous, I 
thought it was going to be really 
serious and stressful, but it was 
such a welcoming environment. 

It was a really good experience.”
Dougherty said she’s 

thought about grad school 
after graduation next year, 
but doesn’t have the math 
background right now. She’s 
looking at doing something 
else first, possibly a research 
program or, if possible, getting 
a research assistant position 
at the Federal Reserve Bank 
before law school.

“It’s nice to have 
another year, because the 
paper’s a work in progress, 
and I want to tweak it and 
perfect it before I submit it 
to the Undergrad Research 
Conference in Dallas and a 
couple more competitions 
next year. I’d like to try to get 
more exposure with it, make 
it a little better, and increase 
my chances of being able to 
experience the other side of 
economics first.” v
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Prescott with winners Anni Isojaervi, Chen-Ti Chen, and Sher Afghan Asad (not shown).

Prescott also presented the new Prescott Fellowships to Xinyu Guo and Seungki Lee. 

The four grad students who were elected in April as officers of the Economics Graduate 
Student Association for fall and spring semesters 2018-2019 are (l to r) Jiwon Lee, press 
secretary; Xibo Wan, president; Qing Liu, treasurer; and Trenton Baker, vice president. 

Grad student winners of the Teaching Excellence Award for 2018 are (l to r): Jae 
Hyoung Kim, Shirui Wang, Kunwon Ahn, and Jia Cao.

Teaching Excellence Awardees
Five Economics grad students were 
awarded Iowa State University Teaching 
Excellence Awards in April. They are: Jae 
Hyoung Kim, Shirui Wang, Kunwon 
Ahn, Jia Cao, and Albulena Basha. 

The purpose of these awards is to 
recognize and encourage outstanding 
achievement by graduate students in 
teaching. Faculty nominate outstanding students who’ve 
had teaching responsibilities for at least two terms.

Each Teaching Excellence Award consists of a letter 
of commendation from Iowa State President Wendy 
Wintersteen, a certificate of achievement signed by 
Wintersteen and William Graves, graduate dean, and an 
honor cord to be worn at graduation.

Grad Students Win Prescott Awards 
On Dec. 3, 2018, Jeri Prescott presented the James R. Prescott 
Scholarship in Economics to graduate students at a reception 
in Heady Hall. She awarded the three Prescott Scholarships this 
year to Anni Isojaervi, Chen-Ti Chen, and Sher Afghan Asad. 
These students each received $5,000 and are now a part of an 
impressive group of creative researchers. 

Mrs. Prescott also presented two Prescott Fellowships (a 
new type of award this year) to Xinyu Guo and Seungki Lee. 
These fellowships will buy Xinyu and Seungki out of half of 
their normal teaching or research assistant duties in the spring 
2019 semester. Instead, half of their time (equivalent to a ¼ time 
Research or Teaching Assistant position) will be freed up to 
work as they please on their own research, with no obligations 
to faculty members.

The Prescott Scholarship Award, which recognizes high 
quality, creative doctoral research, is funded by a generous 
donation from Jim and Jeri Prescott. Jim was an emeritus  
professor of the department who passed away in 2012.

Albulena Basha
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Econ M.S. student Albulena Basha 
and Ph.D. student 
Wendiam Sawadgo 
presented their 
research at the 
National Ag Credit 
and NC - 1177 joint 
meeting Oct. 8-10, 
2018, at the Federal 
Reserve Bank, St. 
Louis. 

Basha’s 
presentation was on the impacts of 
interest rate hikes.

Sawdago’s 
presentation was 
on agricultural 
trade uncertainty 
on farmland values, 
and landowners’ 
decisions on 
conservation 
practices.

Baker Wins Gross Fellowship 
Trenton Baker, third year Ph.D. student, 

has won the 2018 
Wayne W. Gross 
Fellowship.

In 1968 
alumnus Wayne 
Gross was killed in 
battle in Vietnam. 
One of Wayne 
Gross’s fellow 
graduate students 

wanted to honor his fallen friend’s 
selflessness. He established the Wayne 
W. Gross Graduate Fellowship in honor
of Wayne’s sacrifice for his country. The
recipients of the fellowship are Iowa State
Ph.D. students in economics who are
beginning their dissertation process.

Trenton Baker

Chenzi Lv

Sher Afghan Asad presented a paper at 
the Advances with 
Field Experiments 
Conference, 
Oct. 5-6 at the 
Boston University 
Questrom School 
of Business. 
Asad presented 
“Discrimination 
in Reciprocity: 

Evidence from an Online Labor Market.”
Sher Afghan Asad

Lyon Scholarship to Lv 
Chenzi Lv, Ph.D. student, is the winner 

of the Barbara 
and Thomas 
Lyon Scholarship 
for the Study 
of Agricultural 
Cooperatives for 
2018-2019.

The Lyons’ gift 
represents their 
desire to provide

incentives and recognition for economics 
grad students who pursue research in 
the area of cooperatives. Recipients must 
be enrolled in the department and have 
expressed an interest in pursuing a career 
in cooperative business as determined by 
the administering authority. 

Albulena Basha

Wendiam Sawdago

Zehui Jiang

Jiang Wins CARD Award
Grad student Zehui Jiang was awarded 

the Center for 
Agricultural 
and Rural 
Development 
(CARD) award 
for Best Ph.D. 
Dissertation in 
Agricultural, 
Environmental, 
and Energy 

Economics Policy.

Tugba Somuncu, first year grad student, 
has had her paper, 
“The Rebound 
Effect of Energy 
Efficiency Policy 
in the Presence 
of Energy Theft,” 
coauthored with 
Christopher 
Hannum, 
published in the 
Dec. 2018 issue of the 
journal Energies.

Santiago Acerenza, second year Ph.D. 
student, had his 
paper, “Culture 
is a luxury in 
Latin America,” 
accepted for 
publication by the 
journal Estudios 
de Economía.

Anni Isojaervi, fourth year Ph.D. student, 
presented her 
paper, “Accounting 
for the Gender 
Wage Gap: A 
Search and 
Matching 
Approach,” at 
the Midwest 
Macroeconomic 
Meetings in 
Nashville in November 2018.

Anni Isojaervi

Publications and Presentations

Ziran Li (’17 Ph.D.), Keri Jacobs 
and Dermot 
Hayes, ISU, had 
“Reference-
Dependent 
Hedging: Theory 
and Evidence 
from Iowa Corn 
Producers” 
published in the 
American Journal 
of Agricultural 
Economics. 

Ziran Li

Jun Yeong Lee, second year Ph.D. student, 
published his 
thesis, “Demand 
Uncertainty 
and Vertical 
Integration: 
Evidence from 
Ready-Mixed 
Concrete and 
Cement Firms” 
with Hyunbae 
Chun in the Korean Review of Applied 
Economics.

Jun Yeong Lee

Tugba SomuncuSantiago Acerenza
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undergraduate
students

The Ag Business Club presented Outstanding Club Member Awards at their annual awards banquet March 2, 2019. In 
photo (l to r): Marta Grant, sophomore; Riley Arthur, junior; Julia Campbell, freshman; Michael Barr, senior; Callen Duffy, 
key contributor; Celeste Swanson, Wm. G. Murray overall senior. 

The Iowa State University Ag Business Club won the Outstanding Chapter award at the 2018 AAEA Annual Meeting in 
Washington, D.C. Aug. 5-7. In addition, they were awarded the Creative Club Award for the newly created Ag Alliance 
program, which is a mentoring program that pairs club members with representatives from club industry sponsors. Quiz 
bowl team members and members of the Ag Business Club (l to r): Keely Acheson, Grant Johnson, Marc Throndson, Riley 
Arthur, Connor Bollum, Catherine Isley and Nic Klein.

Members of the economics department and the Economics Club attended the Berkshire Hathaway annual shareholders' 
meeting in Omaha on May 5, 2018. Those attending include: Brent Moore, LAS IT manager; Darin Wohlgemuth, senior 
lecturer; Michael Rhoda, ag bus senior; Andrew Steffensmeier, ag bus senior; Tristan Pohren, pre-bus sophomore; Austin 
Tersteeg, ag bus junior; Adrian Duer, bus econ senior; Toni Ruhl, mis senior; Zheren Shen, math grad student; Jia Cao, 
econ grad student; Yijin Gao, math grad student; Brandon Zwiefel, ag bus junior; Reese Drenth, ag bus senior; Reid 
Drenth, ag bus senior; John Green, ag bus senior; Lucas Duffy, ag eng sophomore; and Callen Duffy, ag bus senior.

Brandon Hanson 

Kayleigh Koch

Ag Bus senior Brandon Hanson has been 
named a recipient of the 2019 Wallace 

E. Barron All-University
Senior Award by the Iowa
State Alumni Association.
The Iowa Falls native is
majoring in agricultural
business, economics and
international agriculture.

Hanson is one of 
Iowa State University’s top 
scholars in agricultural 

business—one who has received multiple 
scholarships for his academic studies, 
been nationally recognized for academic 
success at the highest levels, and whose 
commitment to excellence extends far 
beyond the classroom.

The CALS Student Council presented the 
2018 Senior Outstanding Ambassador 

of Agriculture Award to 
Kayleigh Koch, ag bus 
senior from Hawkeye, 
Iowa. The graduating 
senior, who served as 
CALS Ambassador, will be 
recognized for her efforts 
in recruitment and other 
support for the college.

“I’ve been involved in 
numerous activities while at Iowa State, 
but among the most impactful include 
Sigma Alpha, CALS Council, CALS 
Ambassadors, and the Agricultural 
Entrepreneurship Initiative. 

Hans Riensche, ag bus sophomore, 
was presented the 2018 John Chrystal 

Award by the World 
Food Prize Foundation 
at the World Food Prize 
Laureate Award Ceremony 
in Des Moines Oct. 18. 
Riensche was honored for 
his research on locating 
tiller development genes 
in rice as a 2017 Borlaug-
Ruan International Intern 

at the Chinese Academy of Agricultural 
Sciences (CAAS) in China.

“Never had I set out to win the 
award, I had only desired to make the 
most out of the amazing opportunity laid 
before me,” said Riensche. 

Hans Riensche
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Kauffman Promoted to VP 
of Kansas City Fed 
Alum Nathan Kauffman 
(’12 Ph.D. economics) has 
been promoted to vice 
president of the Federal 
Reserve Bank of Kansas 

City.
Kansas City Fed President 

and Chief Executive Officer Esther 
George announced the promotion 
of Omaha Branch Executive Nathan 
Kauffman to vice president. In this 
role, he supports the Kansas City Fed’s 
leadership in agricultural economics 
and provides strategic direction and 
management oversight for the Omaha 
Branch, regional research, and economic 
outreach in Nebraska.

Since joining the bank in 2012, 
Kauffman has fostered collaboration 
across the Kansas City Fed to enhance 
resources on rural and agricultural 
economic and banking conditions 
and elevated the profile of the Bank’s 
Agricultural Symposium. He has been a 
leading voice on issues in the agricultural 
economy in the Tenth District and Federal 
Reserve System, including providing 
testimonies at both U.S. Senate and U.S. 
House Agricultural Committee hearings.

Kauffman also serves as the Kansas 
City Fed’s lead officer and economist 
in the state of Nebraska. As part of this 
responsibility, he builds relationships 
with business and community leaders 
across the state to gain an understanding 
of regional economic conditions and 
provide a local connection to the Federal 
Reserve. Kauffman holds a Ph.D. in 
economics from Iowa State University and 
a bachelor’s from Malone University.

As the regional headquarters of the 
nation’s central bank, the Kansas City 
Fed and its branch offices in Denver, 
Oklahoma City, and Omaha serve 
the seven states of the Tenth District: 
Colorado, Kansas, Nebraska, Oklahoma, 
Wyoming, northern New Mexico, and 
western Missouri.

McPhail Receives Department Award
Joseph McPhail (’08 M.S. economics) 
was awarded the 2018 Iowa State 
University 
Economics 
Department 
Outstanding 
Young Alumni 
Award at the 
LAS Honors and 
Awards Ceremony 
at the Iowa 
State University 
Alumni Center Oct. 25.

Currently, McPhail is a senior 
policy analyst for the Capital Markets 
Branch at the Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation. He lives in Washington D.C. 
with his wife (and fellow Iowa State alum) 
Lihong McPhail and their two daughters. 

Alumna Speaks to Study Abroad Class 
Courtney Knupp 
(’07 ag business) is 
currently serving 
as a Senior Policy 
Advisor for the 
USDA Foreign 
Agricultural 
Service. She is 
charged with 
creating a USDA 

EU trade strategy, which includes the 
ramifications and potential opportunities 
for agriculture for the potential outcomes 
of Brexit.

Her talk included her career path 
from small town Iowa farm girl to 
political appointee, the impact on U.S. 
agriculture as the result of a “hard Brexit” 
or “soft Brexit,” and the administration’s 
desires for U.S. trade agreements that 
are fair, free, and reciprocal from an 
agricultural point of view.

Rowe Receives Ag Bus Club Award
Jeff Rowe (’95 ag business), President 
of Global Seeds & North America & 
China, Syngenta, 
was given the 
Ag Bus Club’s 
Outstanding 
Alumni Award 
2018. The 
award, which 
recognizes Rowe’s 
contribution to 
agriculture and his 
career achievements, 
was presented March 2, 2019, at the club’s 
Awards Banquet at Scheman.

Rowe has been with Syngenta since 
2016, and prior to that worked more 
than 21 years in several roles at DuPont 
Pioneer.

Rowe, who also earned a law degree 
from Drake Law School, and a Global 
Executive MBA from the NYU Stern 
School of Business and the London 
School of Economics, joins a long line of 
distinguished recipients of the award.

On receiving his award, he said to the 
audience of students and parents, “I am 
very proud to be here today. Agriculture 
has always been a big part of my life. I am 
passionate about doing all we can to help 
farmers around the world thrive. Our 
industry’s evolving rapidly and over the 
next twenty years we will see changes that 
we may not even imagine today. You are 
the future leaders of our great industry, 
and I am truly honored to receive this 
award and recognition.”

Courtney Knupp

Jeff Rowe

Joseph and Lihong McPhail

Nathan Kauffman
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estate financing, representing lenders 
for shopping centers, office parks, 
apartments, and hotels in Missouri and 
Kansas. In addition, he represented 
purchasers of large beef feed lot 
operations, research facilities, grain 
elevators, and processing plants. 

He was elected by his peers to 
the American College of Real Estate 
Lawyers, the American College of 
Mortgage Attorneys, and the Lenders 
Council Group of the American Land 
Title Association. In 2017 he received 
the Albert Nelson marquis Who’s Who 
Lifetime Achievement Award for his 
contribution to the practice of real 
estate law, and was on the committee 
involved in the establishment of the 
national standards for land title surveys. 
Hindman received from the Missouri 
Bar the privilege of the title of Senior 
Counselor in recognition of his long and 
distinguished career as a member of the 
Bar of the State of Missouri.

Hindman retired in 2000, and lives 
with wife, Jeannie, in Naples, Florida. v 

Larrie Hindman (’59 ag business) came 
to Iowa State from his family’s farm near 
Meservey, Iowa in 
1955. He joined the 
Ag Business Club 
and the Alpha Tau 
Omega fraternity, 
in which he held 
several offices, 
including co-chair 
of the fraternity’s 
50th anniversary at 
Iowa State. Summers 
were busy for Hindman as well, working 
in a management trainee program at a 
large cooperative in Iowa Falls in 1957, 
and in sales at Rath Packing Company in 
Waterloo, Iowa in 1958 and 1959.

After his father suffered a heart attack 
in the fall of 1958, Hindman left Iowa 
State to go home and work on the family’s 
Cerro Gordo farm. 

Following his father’s recovery, 
Hindman returned to Iowa State for the 
1959 winter and spring quarters. That 
spring, he was inducted into Gama Sigma 

Delta, the honorary society of agriculture 
before graduating in May. 

Hindman entered the University of 
Iowa Law School in the fall of 1959 (a 
year or two behind another Iowa State 
alum and future professor, Neal Harl). The 
following summer, under a research grant 
from the Kellogg Foundation, he served 
as the field investigator of highway farm 
tractor accidents for the Department of 
Agricultural Medicine of the College of 
Medicine at the University of Iowa. 

In his senior year, he and his partner 
won the Supreme Court Day Argument 
before the full Iowa Supreme Court at 
the annual Supreme Court Day at the law 
school. He received his Juris Doctor of 
Law with Distinction in August 1962.

Following graduation, Hindman 
and his wife, Jeannie, moved to Kansas 
City, Missouri, where he became an 
associate of the law firm Morrison & 
Hecker LLP (now Stinson Leonard Street 
LLP) and later, equity partner in 1969. 
Hindman specialized in real estate law, 
with an emphasis on commercial real 

Larrie Hindman

Larrie C. Hindman

afternoons,” she said. “If Iowa State is truly 
part of you, it should be present in your 
home, in your office, in every capacity of 
your life.”

As a Young Alumni Council member 
and Alumni Association life member, 
Burns-Thompson said it was also 
meaningful to her when her employer, 
Iowa Corn, joined on as an Alumni 
Association business member and 
sponsored the ISUAA’s popular “Find the 
Wine” Corn Maze event in Bondurant.

“It’s great to be able to match things 
that are professionally valuable and 
personally significant,” she said. “Iowa State 
is near and dear to many people on the 
Iowa Corn team, as well as the farmers we 
serve across the state, and now for it to be 
part of our programming is really exciting.”

“As any Iowa farmer will tell you, 
there is no such thing as having too many 
hats. I’m proud of the variety of hats I’ve 
been able to wear and look forward to 
seeing this partnership, and others like it, 
continue to grow.” v

As Regulatory Affairs Counsel for Iowa 
Corn Growers Association and a graduate 
of the College of 
Agriculture and 
Life Sciences, 
Elizabeth Burns-
Thompson (’11 
ag business) 
wears her 
agricultural law 
hat. As a native of 
Alburnett, she wears 
an “I love small-town Iowa” hat. As a 
Cyclone and proud alumna, she wears a 
“Cardinal & Gold” hat. And as a resident 
of Altoona working in the Metro, she 
wears a “Greater Des Moines” hat. 

“I wear a lot of hats throughout the 
day, and it’s nice when all those worlds 
can come together and do really good 
things,” Burns-Thompson said. Through 
her efforts to engage with her alma mater 
both personally and professionally, she 
says she’s been able to do exactly that.

Burns-Thompson said she first 

decided to apply for Iowa State’s Young 
Alumni Council, of which she is currently 
chair-elect, because she felt a bit stuck in 
what she refers to as a “work silo.”

“I wanted to broaden my network,” 
she said, “and when I was thinking about 
what else was an important part of my life, 
I immediately thought of Iowa State. The 
Alumni Association has helped me open 
doors and make connections with new 
friends across the country.”

Young Alumni Council is an 
all-volunteer organization made up of 
graduates of the past 12 years who advise 
the Association on its efforts to connect 
with young alumni. It’s a unique group 
of graduates—a group Burns-Thompson 
understands well and wants to encourage 
to get involved. Her own involvement 
was inspired by remarks she heard from 
Lora and Russ Talbot Endowed ISUAA 
President and CEO Jeff Johnson.

“I took it very much to heart when 
he said Iowa State should not just be who 
you are sitting in Jack Trice on Saturday 

Elizabeth Burns-Thompson

Elizabeth Burns-Thompson

alumni
news
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Greiman Inducted into Hall of Fame 
Ed Greiman (’92 ag business), a farmer 
near Garner, was inducted into the 
Iowa Cattlemen’s 
Association Hall 
of Fame. 

Greiman 
operates a cow/
calf and feedlot 
operation with 
his family. He has 
held positions 
in some of the 
most influential 
organizations and companies in Iowa’s 
beef industry and is known for helping to 
shape the industry locally and nationally. 

The 2018 Hall of Fame inductee has 
a long list of accomplishments. From 
farming to leading national conversations 
on important cattle industry topics, his 
reputation for knowledge and leadership 
is recognized nationally.

Maysami Named Cal State Dean
Rami Maysami (’92 economics) has 
been named the 
new College of 
Business and 
Economics Dean 
at Cal State LA.

“Dr. Maysami 
brings extensive 
administrative 
and leadership 
experience to 
this role. He also 
brings a history of participation in 
shared governance,” said Cal State LA’s 
Provost and Vice President for Academic 
Affairs Lynn Mahoney in a campus 
announcement.

Maysami received his B.S. in 
interdisciplinary studies and his M.S. 
and Ph.D. in economics from Iowa State 
University. He spent nine years teaching 
in Singapore’s highly-ranked triple-
accredited Nanyang Business School, 
where he also provided consulting 
services to financial institutions and 
government agencies.

Plagge Named Best CEO Runner-Up
The 2018 Des Moines Business Record’s 
“Best of Des Moines” list named Jim 
Plagge (’82 ag business) Best CEO 
Runner-up. The awards competition is 
based entirely on community votes. But 
Plagge has stressed the value of each 
team member across all twenty two 
communities the bank serves. “It’s not the 
bank president our customers count on 
each and every day,” said Plagge. “It’s the 
tellers, loan officers, and local leadership, 
among many others, who make a real 
impact in the lives and businesses of our 
customers and business partners.”

Jim Plagge, a 
native of Latimer, 
Iowa, started 
his banking 
career in Austin, 
Minnesota, as an 
ag loan officer. 
Later he worked 
at Northwestern 
Bank in Orange 
City and Sheldon, 
Iowa for twenty six years. He started 
there as an ag loan officer, and for the 
last twenty years served as president. 
Northwestern Bank is a community bank 
with approximately $200 million in total 
assets. 

In 2012, Plagge joined Bank Iowa as 
president and CEO. Bank Iowa is a $1.3 
billion family-owned bank headquartered 
in West Des Moines, with three offices in 
the Des Moines metro and twenty two 
offices in rural communities throughout 
the state. It is the second-largest ag lender 
among Iowa chartered banks. Under his 
leadership, deposits exceeded $1 billion 
for the first time in bank history.

“We’re looking to grow the bank 
in all of our regions. Because we have 
a presence out in the state, there’s 
opportunity in those (rural) markets as 
well. We see our future there handling 
some of the larger operations. That will be 
primarily in agriculture, but commercial 
as well. It’s going to be capturing a bigger 
share of the market in those areas because 
the market itself isn’t growing.”

Ed Greiman

Rami Maysami

Underwood Receives Alumni Medal 
Roger Underwood (’80 ag business) 
was awarded the 2018 Alumni Medal 
Award. The Iowa State University Alumni 
Association established 
this award in 1948 to 
recognize Iowa State 
University alumni for 
long loyal service to the 
university through alumni-
related activities. It is the 
premier award given to 
alumni by the Iowa State 
Alumni Association.

The university-wide 
awards ceremony, sponsored by the 
Alumni Association, took place on Friday, 
Oct. 26, 2018, during the Iowa State 
University Honors & Awards Ceremony. 

Roger Underwood is an entrepreneur 
who co-founded crop-technology 
company Becker Underwood, Inc. in 1982 
with high school classmate Jeff Becker. 
Together they developed a specialty 
colorant to mix with Roundup herbicide.

Becker Underwood diversified into a 
global company producing specialty seed 
colorants and coatings and biological crop 
protection products. 

Underwood is involved in many 
agricultural and philanthropic pursuits 
in support of Boy Scouts, TKE fraternity, 
Iowa State and many other organizations. 
He is an active founding limited partner 
in The Rural American Fund and serves 
as a board member at Kent Corp., 
Albaugh Chemical, Lacrosse Seed, and 
Mississippi River Distilling.

Underwood was named Order of 
the Knoll Outstanding Young Alumnus, 
received the College of Agriculture and 
Life Sciences Floyd Andre Award, and the 
Iowa State Cardinal and Gold Award. He 
is a member of the Iowa State University 
Foundation Board of Governors and chaired 
Campaign Iowa State, the university’s $867 
million dollar fundraising campaign. He 
and his wife Connie provided a $1.5 million 
cash gift to establish the entrepreneurship 
program in the College of Agriculture and 
Life Sciences.

Jim Plagge

Roger Underwood
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Leslie Miller (’02 ag business), v.p. 
and agricultural loan officer at Iowa 
State Savings Bank, was honored as 
a Woman Impacting Agriculture, by 
the Iowa State University Extension 
and Outreach Women in Ag Program. 

Dainna Smith (’93 ag business) of 
Decorah has been appointed to the 
Iowa Beef Industry Council board of 
directors. 

Ed Greiman (’92 ag business), a 
farmer near Garner, was inducted to 
the Iowa Cattlemen’s Association Hall 
of Fame. 

Mike Bryan (’91 ag business) has been 
promoted to president of Farmers 
Trust and Savings Bank in Spencer.  

Stuart Swanson (’90 ag business), 
farmer near Galt, was elected as the 
District 2 representative on the Iowa 
Corn Growers Association board of 
directors. 

Scott Arnold (’89 ag business) has 
been named division president of 
Chubb Agriculture, North America, 
and president of Rain and Hail. 

Jay (’89 ag business) and Julie (’88 ag 
business) Jacobi were presented with 
the 2018 Order of the Knoll Emerging 
Philanthropist Awards.

Mark Schleisman (’86 ag business), 
a farmer near Lake City, won the 
American Soybean Association 
Conservation Legacy Award. 

Bruce Ahrendsen (‘83 ag business) 
was named to the Agribusiness 
Industry Council of the Federal 
Reserve Bank of St. Louis. Ahrendsen 
is a professor of agricultural 
economics and agribusiness at the 
University of Arkansas. 

Gary Wright (‘81 ag business) 
re-joined ISUEO in May, 2016 as the 
Farm Management Specialist, serving 
NW Iowa.

Joel DeJong (’80 ag business, ’88 MS 
professional ag), Iowa State Extension 
and Outreach field agronomist, 
received the 2018 Friend of the Iowa 
Soybean Farmer Award. 

Scott Irwin (’80 ag business) has 
been awarded the 2018 Bruce 
Gardner Memorial Prize for Applied 
Policy Analysis by the Agricultural & 
Applied Economics Association.

Bob Willard (’79 ag business), general 
manager of Willard’s Agri Service in 
Chestertown, Maryland, received the 
Distinguished Service Award from 
the Agricultural Retailers Association. 

Dave Danilson (’76 ag business) 
retired as Chief Judge of the Iowa 
Court of Appeals in January after 
serving 38 years in various judicial 
positions.

 Dwight Ellingson (’76 ag business), 
a farmer near Iowa Falls, was featured 
in Iowa Farmer Today. 

Dwight Seegmiller (’75 ag business), 
president and CEO of Hills Bank and 
Trust, accepted the Outstanding 
Corporate Partner Award on behalf of 
the organization. 

Richard “Dick” Isaacson (’72 ag 
business, ’75 MS ag economics), 
founder and owner of Agri-
Management Services in Marion, was 
recognized as the 2018 Professional 
Farm Manager of the Year.

George Patrick (’71 ag business) 
and his wife, Trish Patrick (’89 liberal 
studies), were honored by the Iowa 
Natural Heritage Foundation with 
the 2018 Lawrence and Eula Hagie 
Heritage Award. 

Ed Ulch (’68 ag business), a farmer 
near Solon, received the Legacy of 
Leadership Award.

Sandi (‘66 home economics 
education) and Jim Sharp (‘65 ag 
business) were inducted into the 
2018 Iowa 4-H Hall of Fame for 
individuals who have exemplified 
outstanding service and dedication 
to the 4-H youth program in their 
county. 

Austin Pueschel (’18 ag business) has 
joined the staff of Lessing-Flynn as a 
project manager. 

Jessica Manthe (’18 ag business) has 
accepted a position as a marketing 
coordinator at Kent Precision Foods 
Group. 

Ina De Inza Niemeijer (‘16 ag 
business) Renewable Energy Group, 
Inc., in Amsterdam, was named CALS 
Young Alum of the Month.

Garrett Ley (’16 ag business) has 
accepted a position as a sales 
representative for Snappy Popcorn 
in Breda.

Natalina Sents (’16 ag business), 
digital content editor for Successful 
Farming’s Agriculture.com, was 
elected secretary of the American 
Agri-Women.

Blake Lehmann (’14 ag business) 
has accepted a position as location 
manager for Van Wall Equipment 
Group in Hampton.

Joe Sweeney (’13 ag business), CEO 
of Eagles Catch Fish Farm, accepted 
the Iowa Venture Award from the 
Iowa Area Development Group, on 
behalf of the company. 

Nathan Johnston (’13 ag business) 
has been promoted to training 
innovation manager at Beck’s 
Hybrids.

Lisa Buckentine (’11 ag business), 
senior products dairy manager for 
Gavilon, was recognized as one of 40 
Greater Omaha, Sarpy County and 
Council Bluffs professional men and 
women under the age of 40 by the 
Midlands Business Journal. 

Elizabeth Burns-Thompson (’11 
ag business), regulatory affairs 
counsel for the Iowa Corn Growers 
Association, was named Emerging 
Iowa Leader by the Iowa State 
College of Agricultural and Life 
Sciences, as well as an AgGrad 30 
Under 30 awardee.

Marla Meyers (’10 ag business) has 
accepted a position as a climate 
activation specialist at The Climate 
Corporation.

Chris Miller (’07 ag business) has 
joined First National Bank’s Waverly 
office as vice president, business 
banker. 

Ian (’07 ag business) and Val 
(’06 ag education) Plagge won a 
national young farmer award from 
Outstanding Farmers of America .

Tamara Heim (’04 ag business) was 
appointed treasurer of the Iowa 
Beef Industry Council executive 
committee. 

Steve Rachut (’04 ag business), a 
farmer near Osage and owner of 
Steve’s Sweet Corn and Produce, was 
featured in the Mitchell County Press 
News. 

Martha Smith (’04 ag business) has 
accepted a position as the global 
new platforms issues management 
lead with Bayer Crop Science in St. 
Louis, Missouri.

Amanda De Jong (’02 ag business), 
state executive director for the Iowa 
Farm Service Agency (FSA), was 
honored by Agriculture Future of 
America (AFA) as a Young Leader in 
Agriculture. 

alumni
news

faculty & staff
updates
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faculty & staff
updates

Amanda 
Blair resigned 
as program 
coordinator 
effective 
December, 2018.

Becky Johnson, 
secretary, 
celebrated 45 years 
of service to the 
department in May, 
2018; she moves 
to an ISD service 
team in July, 2019.

Professor Sergio 
Lence was 
named teaching 
coordinator 
in 2018; he 
completed 25 
years at Iowa 
State in 2018.

Clayton Mooney 
resigned as 
program 
coordinator in 
January, 2019.

Donna Otto, 
secretary to the 
chair, completed 
40 years at Iowa 
State in April, 
2019.

Associate Professor 
Sebastien 
Pouliot is 
on a faculty 
professional 
development 
assignment for 
2019.

Associate 
Professor Herman 
Quirmbach 
retired after 29 
years of service 
effective May, 
2019.

Sunanda Roy 
resigned as 
lecturer as of May, 
2019. She has 
been with the 
department since 
2009.

Brent Kreider, 
professor, was 
named director 
of graduate 
education in 
August, 2018.

Edward Balistreri 
was named 
head of CARD’s 
Trade and Policy 
Division in 
January, 2019.

David Keiser 
resigned as 
assistant professor 
in the department 
effective August, 
2019.

Catherine Kling 
retired from 
her position of 
professor and 
director of CARD, 
in May, 2019.

Gabriel Lade, 
assistant professor, 
resigned from 
the department 
to take a position 
at Macalester 
College, effective 
August, 2019.

Ellen Anderson, 
administrative 
specialist, moves 
to an ISD service 
team in July, 
2019.

Carol Elliott, 
secretary, 
celebrated 45 years 
of service to the 
department in May, 
2018; she moves to 
an ISD service team 
in July, 2019.

Karen Kovarik, 
CARD systems 
support specialist, 
moves to an ISD 
service team in 
July, 2019.

Deb Thornburg, 
CARD 
administrative 
assistant, moves 
to an ISD service 
team in July, 2019.
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College of Agriculture and Life 
Sciences 

The college has awarded nearly 
$3.5 million in scholarships to 
students for the 2018-19 academic 
year.
     Since 2005, scholarship totals 
for incoming freshmen and 
current students have tripled, 
thanks to gifts from donors. 

The college’s study abroad 
program is an example of the 
benefits these gifts provide 
students. Last year the program 
awarded more than $187,000 in 
scholarships to 336 students, who 
studied in 37 countries. Study 
abroad scholarships provide 
opportunities for numerous 
students to study on all seven 
continents.

Many Thanks!

“I am very excited to be a scholarship 
recipient this year. I am going on a 
study abroad trip to Spain over spring 
break, and this scholarship will go 
towards funding those expenses. I am 
so appreciative of the agricultural 
business department and the countless 
opportunities it provides!”  —Holly Cook

“All my thanks go to the Ag Business Club 
for showing their support to me through 
this scholarship. I can’t wait to continue 
my involvement in the club and promote 
our missions!” —Cale Pellett

College of Liberal Arts and 
Sciences 

An endowment was established as 
a result of a gift to the college from 
an anonymous donor (the largest 
in Iowa State University history). 
The endowment generates 
earnings of more than $6 million 
each year for the College of Liberal 
Arts and Sciences. For example, 
the endowment enabled the 
college to triple the amount of 
student support.

For the 2018-19 academic 
year, the college offered more 
than $2.5 million in scholarships 
and awards to students. Students 
could also apply for awards to 
offset the costs of engaging in 
undergraduate research, unpaid 
internships, study abroad, or 
certification steps to become a 
teacher. 

Jacobis Earn Philanthropy Award 
Jay and Julie Jacobi were presented with 
the 2018 Order of the Knoll Emerging 
Philanthropist Award on Friday, Oct. 
12. This award recognizes individuals or
couples who have provided philanthropic
support and creative leadership to
the Iowa State University Foundation
and Iowa State University through the
advancement of philanthropy.

Since graduating from the university 
in the late 1980s, Jay (’89 ag business) and 
Julie (’88 ag business) Jacobi—a program 
analyst at Rain and Hail Insurance and 
a start-up investor, respectively—have 
consistently and energetically supported 
their alma mater in various capacities. 
They established the Jay and Julie Jacobi 
Scholarship for Agricultural Study Abroad 
in the College of Agriculture and Life 
Sciences in order to help students gain 
valuable global experiences through Iowa 
State’s study abroad programs. Their giving 
has also supported the Iowa State Alumni 
Association, Cyclone Athletics, the Alpha 
Gamma Rho Education Foundation and 
more. In addition, Julie is currently serving 
on the advisory board for her former 
sorority, Alpha Phi.

“Our greatest honor has been being 
able to give back to the world on a local, 
state and international level,” they said. 
“It’s our hope that this award provides 
inspiration to others to serve and give 
back to Iowa State as they are able.” v

Jay and Julie Jacobi

Thank You For Your Support!
In addition to our great corporate donors, each year hundreds of alumni and friends of 
the department donate to help fund cutting-edge research by our faculty, purchase new 
teaching equipment, and assist student groups with travel to national conferences and 
community outreach activities. 

We appreciate your generosity in giving to the Economics Excellence Fund and the 
Economics General Scholarship Fund. This vital, ongoing support plays an important 
role as we pursue excellence at Iowa State University and strive to be the best in the 

nation at providing access to educational 
opportunities of the highest quality 
through the excellence of our faculty, 
facilities, and programs. 

department
donors
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Mr. John Allender

Richard Arnould, Ph.D. and Ms. Carol Arnould

Mr. Justin Bahr

Mr. Howard Barfels

Mr. Barrett Barr and Dr. Kanlaya Barr

Mr. Edwin Bartine, II

Mr. Kevin Boeckholt

Mrs. Kerry Boedeker Muerhoff and  

    Mr. Allen Muerhoff

Mr. William Bostwick, Jr.

Ms. Beverly Bowers

Mr. Curtis Brown and Mrs. Cherie Brown

David Brown, Ph.D.

Ms. Elizabeth Burns-Thompson

Mrs. Rebecca Chenevert

Ms. Patricia Cotter and Dr. Peter Orazem

Prof. John Crespi and Prof. Tracy Turner

Mr. Larry Curran and Mrs. Katheryn Curran

Mr. Anthony Darmer 

Dr. Ronald Deiter and Mrs. Lynn Deiter

Mr. Corey Dencklau

Mr. Duane Dirks

Dr. Paul Doak and Mrs. Patricia Doak

Dr. Damona G. Doye

Mr. Michael Duffy

Mrs. Catherine Eldredge

Mr. Glenn Estensen and Mrs. Kay Estensen

Mr. Michael Freed and Mrs. Karen Freed

Dr. Mark Freeland and Mrs. Diane Freeland 

Dr. Tom Fullerton, Jr. and Mrs. Lourdes  

    Fullerton

Mr. Daniel Funke and Mrs. Cindy Funke

Mr. Jeffrey Gadient 

James and Stephanie Gale

Mr. Steven Goff and Mrs. Elizabeth Goff

Dr. Eric Graber and Mrs. Ana Maria Graber

Mr. Jeffrey Greig

Mr. Marty Griffin and Mrs. Linda Griffin

Mr. Richard Grosshauser

Dr. Steve Halbrook and Dr. Diane Halbrook

Mr. Duane Halverson and Mrs. Mary  

    Halverson

Dr. and Ms. Dermot J Hayes

Mr. Chad Hertz and Ms. Heidi Hertz

Mr. Thomas A. Hertz

Mr. Daryl Hohl

Dr. Hilary Smith and Ms. Joan Howard

Mr. Richard Isaacson and Mrs. Judith  

    Isaacson

Mrs. Mina Hertz Jacobs

Dr. Rudolf Jensen and Dr. Helen Jensen

Mr. Matthew Johnson 

Dr. Russell Johnson

Dr. George Judge

Mr. Edward Juhl and Mrs. Gayle Juhl

Mrs. Maxine Julius 

Mr. Gage Kent

Mr. Paul Keppy

Mr. Kevin Kerns

Robert Kirk, Ph.D. and Ms. Carol Kirk

Mrs. Jean Kolmer

Gerald A. and Karen A. Kolschowsky

Mr. Anthony Kruse

Mr. John Latham and Mrs. Shannon  

    Latham

Mr. Michael Lea and Mrs. Teresa Lea

Dr. Thomas Lechner

Dr. W. Cris Lewis

Dr. Kenneth Liao

Mr. Douglas Little

Dr. Timothy Lord

Mr. Byron Ludington and Mrs. Margaret  

    Ludington

Mr. Darwin Luedtke and Mrs. Marlys  

    Luedtke

Mr. Gerald Lynch

Mr. Roman Lynch and Mrs. Lynn Lynch

Mr. Thomas Lyon and Mrs. Barbara Lyon

Mrs. Mary Maloney

Mr. Timothy Marsh and Mrs. Dawn Marsh

Mr. William Mather and Ms. Kristina Mather

Mrs. M. Jeanne Maxwell

Dr. Stephanie Mercier

Mr. John Miller and Mrs. Pamela Miller

Dr. John A. Miranowski

Mr. Rory Moehnke and Mrs. Marie  

    Moehnke

Ms. Suzanna Morris

Dr. Jose Mulleady and Mrs. Celia Mulleady

Mr. Gregory Nickerson and Mrs. Jill  

    Nickerson

Mr. John O'Byrne and Mrs. Jo Ann O'Byrne

Mr. Kevin O'Connor

Mr. Joshua Orr and Ms. Erica Orr

Dr. Michael Packard and Mrs. Catherine  

    Packard

Mr. Joel Phipps

Mr. Charles Pieper

Mr. Matthew Prochaska and Mrs. Teri  

    Prochaska

Dr. Allan Rahn and Mrs. Letha Rahn

Dr. Michael Reed and Mrs. Patricia Reed

Mr. John Regan and Mrs. Christi Regan

Mr. William Ryan and Mrs. Denise Ryan

Mr. Tom Sawyer

Mr. Patrick Scherrman

Mr. George Schneidermann and Mrs. Doris  

    Schneidermann

Mr. Ronald Schroeder and Mrs. Karla  

    Schroeder

Mr. Harold See, Jr. and Ms. Brenda See

Melvin Skold, Ph.D. and Mrs. Faith Skold 

Miss Martha Smith

Dr. Norman Starler and Mrs. Elizabeth  

    Starler

Mr. Ryan Steenblock and Mrs. Arianne  

    Steenblock

Mr. David Stringfellow

Ms. Katie Stutsman

Mrs. Florence Swartz

Dr. Hamid Tabesh and Ms. Farah Tabesh

Mr. Rick Throndson and Mrs. Donna  

     Throndson

Mr. Philip Treffeisen and Mrs. Doris  

    Treffeisen

Mrs. Ellen Tusha and Mr. Timothy Tusha

Mr. Roger Underwood and Mrs. Connie  

     Underwood

Mr. Roger Underwood and Mrs. Connie  

    Underwood

Mr. John Van Diest and Ms. Elizabeth  

    Van Diest

Mr. Anton Vanice

Dr. Ashton Veramallay and Mrs. Norma  

    Veramallay

Mr. Glen Vetter and Ms. Julie Vetter

Dr. David Walker

Mr. Teed Welch, Jr.

Mr. Robert Wendt

Mr. Peter Wenstrand and Mrs. Dana  

    Wenstrand

Mr. Thomas Wenstrand and Mrs. Karen  

    Wenstrand

Mr. Doyle Wilson and Mrs. Sheryl Wilson

Mr. Ronald C. Wilson

Dr. Robert Wisner

Mr. Gary Wright and Mrs. Nyla Wright

Mr. Brent Wynja and Mrs. Maggie Wynja

Ag Processing, Inc.

Agri Management Services

AgriPeril Risk Management, LLC

Agrium U.S., Inc.

AgVenture, Inc.

Archer Daniels Midland Company

Bader Rutter & Associates

BASF Corp.

Bunge Corp.

Cahokia Grain

Calcium Products

Cargill – Minneapolis

Caterpillar Foundation

Caterpillar, Inc.

Charles Koch Foundation

CoBank ACB

Collins Aerospace

Crop Production Services, Inc.

Darmer Fund

Deere & Co. 

John Deere Foundation

DLL Finance, LLC

Dow AgroSciences, LLC

Dow Chemical Co

Estensen Family Trust

Farm Bureau Management Corp.

Farm Credit Services of America

Farmers National Co.

Farmers National Co. Fund

FBL Financial Group

FMC Corporation

Gavilon Global Ag Holdings, LLC

Genus, PLC

Glenn Webb Education Fund

Green Plains, Inc.

Heartland Co-Op

Helena Chemical

Hertz Farm Management, Inc.

Hormel Foods Corporation

Hutchison, Inc.

Innovative Ag Services

International FC Stone, LLC

Iowa Pork Producers Association

Iowa-Nebraska Farm Equipment Assoc. 

Kent Corporation

Kent Nutrition Group, Inc.

Key Cooperative

Koch Companies Public Sector, LLC

Land O'Lakes, Inc.

Landus Cooperative

Lansing Trade Group, LLC

Latham Hi-Tech Hybrids, Inc.

Lyon Family Fund

MaxYield Cooperative

Mercier Fund

Michael J. Lea Fund

Monsanto Co.

Nationwide

Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company

New Balance Commodities

New Cooperative Foundation

Northwestern Mutual Insurance 

Association

OSI Group

PIC USA

Prince Agri Products, Inc.

REG Services Group, LLC

Rob See Co., LLC

Rockwell Collins

Scoular Company

Smithfield Foods

Syngenta Crop Protection

Underwood Family Foundation

U.S. Bank

Vermeer Corporation

William Cris Lewis Jr. Trust

Wyffels Hybrids

Ziegler, Inc.
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