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Recent Developments in Experimental Economics 

 

 

Program 

A roundup of recent developments in experimental economics as it relates to agricultural and 

applied economics (AAE). The workshop is designed to inform and help researchers understand 

how to run experiments using the state-of-the-art techniques. This will support researchers 

conducting experiments on many applied economics topics. The program includes three speakers 

who are doing cutting-edge research in this area. These speakers will provide insight into recent 

developments in experimental economics related to AAE. Topics will include price risk 

experiments in the lab and field as well as how to include fMRI data in economic experiments. 
 

Schedule 

8:00am   Registration opens 

8:30am-9:40am Lessons Learned from Economic Research Using fMRI  

Jayson Lusk, Oklahoma State University 

9:45am-10:55am Conducting Lab Experiments in the Field 

Marc F. Bellemare, University of Minnesota  

11:00am-12:10am Empirical Strategies for Food and Behavioral Research  

David Just, Cornell University 

12:10am-12:30am Open discussion, networking 
 

Workshop Fee 

The workshop fee is $25, including beverages. Pre-registration is required.  
 

Workshop Stipends 

Thanks to the AAEA Trust we are able to provide a number of graduate students and young 

professionals with $200 travel stipends!  

To apply, submit one paragraph (no more than 200 words) explaining why you should be 

considered for the stipend to Carola Grebitus: carola.grebitus@asu.edu; Subject: “EXECON 

2017 Post-Conference Workshop.” Deadline for submissions is May 30, 2017. Please note: in 

order to be eligible for a stipend you must be registered for and attend the full workshop. The 

stipend will be sent after the workshop. 

Organized by  

Carola Grebitus (Arizona State University), Matthew Rousu (Susquehanna University) 

 

Organizing Committee  

Marc F. Bellemare (University of Minnesota), Brandon McFadden (University of Florida) 

 

mailto:carola.grebitus@asu.edu
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The Talks 

Conducting Lab Experiments in the Field  

Marc F. Bellemare, University of Minnesota  

 

Experiments are commonly conducted in the lab, and they are increasingly conducted in the field 

under the general name of lab-in-the-field (LITF) experiments. Conducting the same experiment 

both in the lab and in the field allows improving on external validity. Yet doing so poses some 

difficulties in terms of funding and implementation. This presentation will discuss those 

difficulties and present strategies for dealing with them drawing on a recent example wherein we 

ran the same experiments with college students in labs at two research universities in the US as 

well as in the field with Peruvian farmers. 

 

Empirical Strategies for Food and Behavioral Research 

David Just, Cornell University 

 

Developing applied behavioral economic policy research requires a specialized toolkit that is 

unique in the field of economics. Because behavioral phenomena are by nature deviations from 

accepted models of decision-making, it is incumbent upon the researcher to establish internal 

validity, underscoring the importance of laboratory experiments. Additionally, establishing that a 

behavior is important in policy requires a demonstration that the behavioral effect in question is 

both present in naturally occurring contexts, and of a size that would be relevant to 

policymakers. This underscores the need for external validity which is most often established 

with field data. I will discuss the unique relationship between applied policy work in behavioral 

economics and empirical strategy, arguing the need for a much broader tool kit. In addition, I 

will give examples of research that has taken full advantage of these tools, arguing for a best 

practice pattern for applied behavioral research.  

 

 

Lessons Learned from Economic Research Using fMRI 

Jayson Lusk, Oklahoma State University 

 

This talk will discuss recent research conducted by Lusk and colleagues that has used functional 

magnetic resonance imaging (fMRI) to help study food choice.  In addition to talking about the 

particulars of their research studies, the presentation will discuss unexpected challenges that 

arose in the research and the limits and future for fMRI in the study of economic phenomena.   
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The Speakers 

Marc F. Bellemare 

Marc F. Bellemare is an associate professor in the 

Department of Applied Economics at the University of 

Minnesota, where he also directs the Center for International 

Food and Agricultural Policy. He currently serves as one of 

two co-editors of Food Policy and as a member of the 

editorial board of the Agricultural and Resource Economics 

Review. In the past, he has served as associate editor of the 

American Journal of Agricultural Economics. His research lies at the intersection of agricultural 

economics, food policy, and international development. A few specific areas in which he has 

been conducting research include contract farming and agricultural value chains, risk and 

uncertainty, food prices, market access, and land markets. For his research, he has won the 

Agricultural and Applied Economics Association’s (AAEA) Outstanding Doctoral Dissertation 

Award in 2007, the AAEA’s Outstanding American Journal of Agricultural Economics Article 

award in 2011 (with Zack Brown), and the AAEA’s Quality of Research Discovery awards in 

2014 (with Chris Barrett and David Just). He also won the European Association of Agricultural 

Economists’ Quality of Research Discovery Award in 2014 (also with Chris Barrett and David 

Just). 

David R. Just  

David R. Just uses the tools of psychology and economics to find out why 

we eat what we eat, and what we can do about it. He is currently a 

professor in the Charles H. Dyson School of Applied Economics and 

Management and the director of the Cornell Center for Behavioral 

Economics in Child Nutrition Programs. David has conducted dozens of 

field and laboratory experiments identifying the subtle factors in the 

environment that can lead children and adults to make the healthy choice. 

His work on behavioral economics and food assistance programs has 

shown how low cost solutions—like placing fruit in an attractive bowl—can lead consumers to 

make healthier choices without reducing overall availability of choices, or breaking the program 

budget. David’s research has been published in scores of research articles.  His research has won 

numerous awards, including being recognized in Discover Magazine’s list of top science stories. 

His work has been reported in numerous media outlets including the NPR, Wall Street Journal, 

New York Times, US News and World Reports, Newsweek, Washington Post among many 

others. David received his PhD and MS degrees in Agricultural and Resource Economics from 

the University of California, Berkeley, and a Bachelor’s degree in Economics from Brigham 

Young University.  
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Jayson Lusk 

Jayson Lusk is currently Regents Professor and Willard Sparks Endowed 

Chair in the Department of Agricultural Economics at Oklahoma State 

University and also serves as the Samuel Roberts Noble Distinguished 

Fellow at the Oklahoma Council of Public Affairs.  After earning a B.S. in 

Food Technology from Texas Tech University in 1997, he received a Ph.D. 

in Agricultural Economics from Kansas State University in 2000. Jayson 

Lusk is a food and agricultural economist who studies what we eat and why 

we eat it. Since 2000, he has published more than 180 articles in peer-

reviewed scientific journals on a wide assortment of topics ranging from the 

economics of animal welfare to consumer preferences for genetically modified food to the 

impacts of new technologies and policies on livestock and meat markets to analyzing the merits 

of new survey and experimental approaches eliciting consumer preferences. Among others he 

has served on the editorial councils of eight academic journals including the American Journal of 

Agricultural Economics, the Journal of Environmental Economics and Management, and Food 

Policy and consulted for various nonprofits, government agencies, and agribusinesses. In 2015, 

he was named a fellow of the Agricultural and Applied Economics Association. 

 


